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The Byron winemaking team is led by 

Jonathan Nagy, who tailors winemaking 

techniques in order to perfect the 

estate’s varietals.  His small-lot, hands 

on approach includes intensive grape 

sorting, native yeast fermentations, and 

lot separation from harvest through to 

winemaking with more than 170 

separatebatchesof Pinot Noir alone – 

techniques that have helped contribute 

to Byron’s reputation.  
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Byron Winery 

Byron 
In 1964, Uriel Nielson planted Santa Barbara County's first 
commercial vineyard along the windswept Santa Maria 
Bench. Four decades later, the remote maritime appellation 
is considered one of California's finest regions for cool 
climate grapes. The Byron Estate is located on the site of 
Mr. Nielson's original vineyard. 

Until 1984, when Byron founder Ken Brown pioneered the 
Pinot Noir for which the winery is well known, this 
challenging and complex variety presented a hurdle for 
Santa Barbara winemakers. 

Byron’s estate vineyards are just 32kms from the Pacific 
ocean.  The combination of cool marine air that sweeps 
through the vines, the consistent temperatures, and the 
balanced soils produces spectacular Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay.  These vineyards were carefully chosen for 
mineral content and drainage capabilities, leading to 
healthy vines and ultimately to wines packed with 
character.  

 

The temperature is mild, the wind is steady and the terrain 
is gentle and rounded.  In the winter these hills are tinted 
gold and raw sienna.  In the summer they are all shades of 
green. The wines are a reflection of their surroundings. 
Every time you taste one of Byron's wines you are 
surrounded by the flavors, textures and scents that can only 
come from the Santa Maria Valley 

Byron specializes in hand picked, hand sorted and small 
production pinot noir and chardonnay. Their estate Nielson 
Vineyard, planted in 1964, was Santa Barbara’s first 
commercial vineyard, and epicenter of experimentation.  
For more than two decades, Byron has been an avid 
proponent of sustainable farming methods. Byron’s focus is 
on high quality, hand-made, small-lot wines from Santa 
Barbara’s finest vineyards;  Nielson, Bien Nacido and 
Sierra Madre.  Their brief is to produce balanced, opulent 
and pure wines..  

 


