
 
 

SIDURI SANTA RITA HILLS PINOT NOIR 2014 
Appellation: Santa Rita Hills; California; USA 

 

Winemaker: Adam Lee 

Closure: Screwcap 

Alcohol: 14.65% 

Vineyard 

The Sta. Rita Hills is located in Santa Barbara County between the towns of Lompoc 

and Buellton. It is the only East-West Valley on the north coast of North America. 

This unusual geography funnels the wind and fog in directly from the Pacific Ocean 

to the vines and makes this one of the coolest grape growing regions. The soils in 

the Sta. Rita vineyards are also unique as they possess an extremely high amount of 

calcium. This combination of unique geography and soils yields smaller berries 

which leads to most concentrated, structured, and dark colored Pinot Noirs. 

The 2014 Sta. Rita Hills Pinot Noir is a blend of fruit from the John Sebastiano 64%, 

Clos Pepe 22%, Cargasacchi 6%, and Lindley Vineyards 9%. 

 

Tasting Notes 

Red fruit, spice, elegant. 

 

Reviews 

Deftly balanced, rich and focused, with zesty wild berry and blueberry flavors, 

accented by shades of cedary oak, licorice and mocha. Ends with a lingering finish 

that echoes the core elements. Drink now. 92 points Wine Spectator, Dec 31, 2016 

 

Vintage 

The 2014 vintage is the final, in a string of three, large crop, early ripening vintages 

in California. Seemingly, each vintage has ripened earlier and earlier while 

producing substantially larger than normal yields. Fortunately, these larger yields 

have slowed down the ripening process, allowing the grapes to get a normal 

amount of time on the vines, even if the season is an early one. We did think it was 

especially important to spend more time in the vineyards as harvest approached, as 

the vines did show signs of the drought near the end of the season. We often picked 

in 2014 when the vines became tired, trying to capture a freshness in the final wine 

rather than simply make a weighty Pinot Noir. 

 

Winemaking 

We believe in minimal intervention, “gentle” winemaking. In other words, we let 

the wine make itself. We do not want to do anything to the wine that isn’t  

absolutely necessary. 

We believe in bottling our wines unfiltered and unfined. To date, we have never 

filtered or fined any wine, believing that, more often than not, these procedures 

strip wines of flavor and character. We believe that the best Pinot Noir expresses its 

origins. Our goal is not to produce the world’s best Pinot Noir but rather to produce 

the very best Pinot Noir from a given site. 
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